
On the formation of this Alumni Club

To settle down in my native town in Burdwan, after retirement, was decided by me long before 
my actual retirement from service. I apprehended that by doing so, I would lose contact with 
my B.E. College Batch Mates, who formed majority of my colleagues also. Therefore, I dreamt to 
build up a platform to bring all B.E. College Batch Mates within its fold so that we could meet 
them from time to time. I discussed with many of my Batch Mates who vehemently supported 
the idea and suggested to hold a get together of Civil Branch only, to start with, considering our 
limitations at that point of time. Nirmal Bhowmick had already retired at that time. He had time 
and initiative to contact our friends. I called a preparatory meeting on 22.10.96 in my official 
chamber at New Secretariat Building. Then, as the Chief Engineer, Housing Directorate, I called 
an official meeting at Government Guest House to seek opinion from the Civil Engineering 
Experts of 1956 entrants’ of B.E. College. Actually, an ‘adda’ session was held followed by family 
gathering at B.E. College campus in 1997. Back home after retirement, I was waiting for an 
opportunity to organise for a bigger platform.  1957 pass out Batch observed their 50 years’ 
Celebration in 2003 and I started discussing with my Batch Mates to hold our 50 years’ 
celebration. Every body supported the idea. 

“Take time to deliberate, but when time for action has arrived, stop thinking and jump in” – said 
Napoleon. So, I called a meeting on 28.07.05 at the residence of Deb Narayan Banerjee. Amal 
Kanti Sarkar, Amitava Basu, Asit Saha, Deb Narayan Banerjee, Dilip Sarkar, Gobindalal 
Chatterjee, Kush Bose, Nirendranath Bhattacharyya and I attended the meeting. 

Momentum intensified by the wholehearted booster dose given by the organised group of 
Mechanical and Electrical Batch Mates who were meeting annually for the last few years. Last, 
but not the least, mention must be made for the enthusiastic participation of all Batch Mates 
whom we could contact and particularly the Mining Engineering Batch Mates. 

Next meeting was held on 20.8.05 at Salt lake B. E. College Ex-Student’s Club at the initiative of 
Amal Kanti Sarkar. It was a large meeting and the resolution to form a Club named as “ALUMNI 
CLUB OF B.E. COLLEGE – 56 ENTRANTS AND BATCHMATES” was taken in this meeting. One 
Organising Committee and one Presidium were formed. Decision was also taken to form a Bank 
Account. The meeting on 27.08.05 at B.E. College Ex-Student’s Club, Salt Lake, selected the 
office bearers of the club and formulated detailed procedure for the Bank Account. Besides, 
the meeting formed South Kolkata Core Committee and Salt Lake Core Committee. Tentative 
dates for 50 years’ Celebration were also fixed. Now, Dilip Sircar, General Secretary of the Club 
took the Steering of the Club, started to hold series of group meetings and personal visits. As a 
result, 57 Batch Mates joined the family gathering on 7th of January 2006 at the B.E. College 
Campus. 2nd Family gathering was held on 28.01.2006 at Lake Club premises and 3rd one on 
19.02.2006 at B.E.College Ex-Students’ Club at Salt Lake. Besides these gatherings, innumerable 
number of small group meetings and social contacts are taking place. These meetings have 
rejuvenated a deep sense of togetherness. 

I must mention, that in spite of our best efforts, we could not locate and contact many of our 
friends, although some of them may be living next door, at Kolkata.

Arun Kanjilal started to keep a Photographic record of all these gathering. He is shouldering the 
Herculean task of compiling all sorts of records, which are being poured to him from various 
sources. Arabinda Chatterjee has been ably supporting Kanjilal. 



We have not yet fixed any vision of our Club and we need to discuss and fix this aim acting on 
the wishes of our Club Members. This is important and we need to formulate a vision, which all 
our members feel to be practical and achievable.

Sisir Basu 

Vision of Alumni Club of B. E. College – 1956 Entrants & Batch Mates

We have not yet fixed any vision of our” ALUMNI CLUB OF B.E. COLLEGE – 56 ENTRANTS AND 
BATCHMATES” Club and we need to discuss and fix this aim acting on the wishes of our Club 
Members. This is important and we need to formulate a vision, which all our members feel to be 
practical and achievable. I would like to put forth a few suggestions before our fellow members 
to ponder:-

1. Many of our Batch Mates are leading a two-member lonely life and some are either sick 
or are emotionally depressed. Now that we know many addresses if we all start visiting 
one another more frequently we can help each other to remove the loneliness and bring 
new jest in life. 

2. We understand the global Alumni Association of BESU Shibpur is planning a grand 
celebration of the 150 years of our college. Some of the members of our Club are 
already members of this Alumni Association. It is expected that the GAABESU will appeal 
for fitting contribution for the celebration and we would respond to them.  I suggest, in 
stead of contributing separately, we collect from our club and contribute to the event so 
that a part of this substantial sum could be spent on scholarships to the needy students 
for a year or two. If we can create an example by this gesture, every Batch of Alumini 
celebrating 50 years will continue to fund such Scholarship so that a group of needy 
students will get such Scholarship to pursue their studies.

3. Some of our friends have been compelled to spend huge medical expenses due to 
some surgical operation and have to continue costly follow up routine medical 
treatment. We need to do something collectively. If we create a fund for such 
eventualities we can share the burden collectively, without hurting anyone substantially. 
At the same time, our friend who is in need can appeal without any discomfort, because 
he had also contributed to this risk fund earlier. It is something like Insurance. 

I do not want to prolong the list, I am confident that my friends will be able to frame 
many such schemes and we will execute some schemes along with our other activities as 
members will decide. 

With best wishes,

Sisir Basu    


